
MORE 
John 10:10 

10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, 
and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that 
they might have life, and that they might 
have it more abundantly. 
 
 M.O.R.E. 

 Last week we began our series on more. 

 And I attempted to emphasize to you that, 

 God wants us to have more life. 

 He has not intended for our lives to be just a 
humdrum transition from childhood to 
adulthood, 

 But instead it is His desire that our lives be 
full and glorious. 



 Our lives should have more. 

 You see, as I mentioned last week,  

 Life apart from Christ is still life. 

 What makes life with Christ better is that 
life with Him brings with it more. 

 More peace. 

 More joy. 

 More comfort. 

 More. 

 And yet, there are factions that are bent 
towards stealing, killing and destroying 
your life. 

 I’m not necessarily talking about those who 
may want to literally kill you or take your 
life from you. 



 I’m talking about those elements that are 
trying to rob you of your peace 

 Rob you of your joy. 

 Rob you of your comfort. 

 They can come in the form of physical, 
relational or spiritual challenges, 

 All with the potential of stealing, killing or 
destroying what you hold dear regarding 
life. 

 The truth remains: 

 Only in Christ can we find this life that 
God has in store for us. 

 The life that God has for us is more. 

 I attempted to contrast the more kind of life 
that God has for us with what less life looks 
like. 



 I provided an acronym, an easy pneumonic, 
for you to remember it. 

 We typically pursue LESS life. 

 LESS stands for, 

 L – Love of self 

 E – Entertainment”  

 S – Stuff 

 S – Senses 

 These four things we consume ourselves 
with or in the pursuit of. 

 And as a result, we actually experience less 
life. 

 These are the things that the world seeks 
after. 



 They feed the lust of the flesh, the lust of the 
eyes and the pride of life, 

 All of which are not from God but from this 
world. 

 All of this is fleeting and will pass away. 

 God’s desire is that we have more. 

 MORE stands for, 

 M – Meaning 

 O – Opportunities 

 R – Relationships 

 E – Ethics 

 Christ came to define what more life 
should look like. 



Over the next four weeks I want to talk about 
what each of these elements look like in 
contrast to its counterpart. 

 Today, I want to talk about the pursuit of 
Meaning, M,  

 Verses the pursuit of Love of Self, L. 

 I propose to you that the love of myself, 

 And the pursuit of that which revolves 
around me, 

 Robs me of life. 

 There is a movement in society regarding 
this love of self. 

 It postulates that one cannot love others 
unless they first love themselves. 

 With it comes a notion of building up an 
individual’s self esteem and self-worth. 



 I believe the Bible speaks favorably as it 
pertains to how we should see ourselves. 

 Romans 12:3 supports this notion by 
declaring 

 For by the grace given to me I say to 
everyone among you not to think of 
himself more highly than he ought to 
think, but to think with sober judgment, 
each according to the measure of faith 
that God has assigned. 

 However, please note that Paul is warning 
about going overboard with how we view 
ourselves. 

 He challenges us not to think too highly of 
ourselves. 

 What’s more,  

 Many would say that when Jesus said, 



 Love your neighbor as yourself, 

 That He was promoting self-love. 

 That is not true. 

 He is not commanding self-love. 

 He is assuming that we have it. 

 Therefore, He is saying that just like you 
love yourself, love your neighbor. 

 When I speak of self love in this context 
however, I am not speaking of either of 
these notions. 

 Instead, I am speaking of the mindset that 
puts your desires and ambitions first 

 At the expense of others. 

 It is a “what’s in it for me” mindset where, 



 All of your decision-making is viewed 
through the lens of self-interest. 

 This kind of love of self has several 
problems: 

1. The first is that it is all consuming. 

 Everything becomes about me. 

 The focus is always on me and how it can 
benefit what I want. 

2. But also it destroys relationships. 

 When everything is about me I cannot get 
into healthy relationships. 

 The relationships that I attract are either 
wrought with drama as the two of us 
compete to be the center, 

 Or weighed down with enabling, 



 With the one partner constantly enabling the 
narcissistic tendencies of the other. 

3. The biggest challenge, however, is that 
this type of love is never satisfied. 

 Because it feeds my sin nature, it is never 
satisfied.  

 I am constantly viewing myself against the 
world, 

 What I have, 

 How I am treated, 

 How I am viewed. 

 I never have enough. 

 I am never treated right. 

 I am never viewed properly in all of my 
glory. 



 This type of love puts me at the center of 
the universe with all things revolving 
around me. 

 When I love myself like this, I have in 
essence made myself God. 

 This is the oldest temptation in the book. 

 It goes back to the Garden when Satan 
tempted Eve by saying, 

 …you will be like God…Genesis 3:5 

 In order to have more life, love of self must 
be contrasted with the pursuit of meaning. 

 By meaning I am simply referring to seeking 
to answer the question, 

 Why am I here? 

 God, in all of His infinite wonder,  



 Singularly created each of us for a specific 
purpose. 

 There is a reason why you are here. 

 I propose to you that self-love is the sinful 
response to the question why am I here. 

 Sin has separated us from God in such a 
fashion that we cannot rightly discern the 
meaning of our lives. 

 As a result, we pursue that which satisfies 
our longings, 

 Many of which is self-focused. 

 Yet, when it is all about me it never satisfies 
because it doesn’t answer the question. 

 Why. 

 Christian Theologian Ravi Zacharias said, 



 No matter how much we try to run away 
from this thirst for the answer to life, for 
the meaning of life, the intensity only gets 
stronger and stronger. We cannot escape 
these spiritual hungers. 

 This hunger for meaning is at the heart of 
life itself. 

 Answering the question “why” makes sense 
out of all the mayhem and confusion of life. 

 Christ’s statement, 

 I am come that they might have life, and 
that they might have it more abundantly, 

 Answers that question regarding His life. 

 He came that we might have more, 

 And more begins with meaning. 

 Jesus gives meaning to our lives. 



 It is only as we have relationship with Him 
can we grasp the eternal meaning that God 
has for our lives. 

 Notice, I said eternal. 

 We can have meaning for our lives apart 
from God. 

 I would propose to you that meaning is 
temporal. 

 It won’t last. 

 Like the heavens and the earth, they will 
pass away. 

 Yet, God wants to use you and me to 
make an impact on eternity. 

 God has a purpose for everyone’s life. 

 He has uniquely created each of us, 



 Fashioning us to do His will. 

 I praise you, for I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made. Psalm 139:14 

 Paul reminds us,  

 …we are God’s handiwork, created in 
Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 
prepared in advance for us to do. 
Ephesians 2:10 

 The Bible declares, 

 “For I know the plans I have for you,” 
declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you 
and not to harm you, plans to give you 
hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11 

 Not only that, the good news is, 

 God’s purpose for our lives will be 
accomplished. 



 What He plans to happen in our lives, 

 Will come to pass. 

 The Bible says, 

 Many are the plans in a person’s heart, 
but it is the LORD’s purpose that 
prevails. Proverbs 19:21 

 It goes on to say, 

 The LORD works out everything to its 
proper end—even the wicked for a day of 
disaster. Proverbs 16:4 

 I know that you can do all things; no 
purpose of yours can be thwarted. Job 
42:2 

 God will bring it to pass. 

 So, why are we here? 



 What is the meaning that we should be 
pursuing regarding our lives? 

 In last few minutes of this message I want to 
try and answer the question, why we are 
here. 

 We are here to glorify God. 

1. We glorify Him by worshipping Him. 

 The Bible declares, 

 But you are a chosen people, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special 
possession, that you may declare the praises 
of him who called you out of darkness into 
his wonderful light. 1 Peter 2:9 

 1  Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all ye 
lands. 2 Serve the LORD with gladness: 
come before his presence with singing. 3 

Know ye that the LORD he is God: it is he 
that hath made us, and not we ourselves; we 



are his people, and the sheep of his pasture. 
4 Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and 
into his courts with praise: be thankful unto 
him, and bless his name. 5 For the LORD is 
good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth 
endureth to all generations. Psalm 100 

 God is looking for a people who will 
worship Him. 

2. We glorify Him by serving others. 

  Look not every man on his own things, 
but every man also on the things of 
others. Let this mind be in you, which was 
also in Christ Jesus…Philippians 2:4-5 

 For you were called to freedom, brothers. 
Only do not use your freedom as an 
opportunity for the flesh, but through 
love serve one another. Galatians 5:13 

 God is looking for a people who will pour 
their lives into others. 



 It’s not about me, it’s about others. 

3. Finally, we glorify Him by submitting to 
His will. 

 …we make it our aim to please him. 2 
Corinthians 5:9 

 2 Beloved, we are God’s children now, and 
what we will be has not yet appeared; but 
we know that when he appears we shall 
be like him, because we shall see him as 
he is. 3 And everyone who thus hopes in 
him purifies himself as he is pure. 1 John 
3:2-3 

 God is looking for a people who will put 
Him first. 

 The Bible says, 

 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the 
mercies of God, that ye present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable 



unto God, which is your reasonable 
service. Romans 12:1 

 God wants a people who are sold out for 
Him. 

In closing, 

 God wants to add meaning to our lives. 

 It can only happen in Christ. 

 18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, 
saying, All power is given unto me in 
heaven and in earth. 19 Go ye therefore, 
and teach all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching them 
to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you: and, lo, I am with you 
alway, even unto the end of the world. 
Matthew 28:18-20 


