
MORE 
John 10:10 

10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, 
and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that 
they might have life, and that they might 
have it more abundantly. 
 
 M.O.R.E. 

 Last week we continued our series on more. 

 If you remember, I am trying to remind us 
that: 

 God wants us to have more life. 

 He wants our lives to be full and glorious. 

 Like any parent, He desires the best for us. 

 God’s love for us is intense. 

 The Bible says, 



 When Israel was a child, I loved him, and 
out of Egypt I called my son…it was I 
who taught Ephraim to walk; I took them 
up by their arms…I led them with cords 
of kindness, with the bands of love, and I 
became to them as one who eases the yoke 
on their jaws, and I bent down to them 
and fed them. Hosea 11:1, 3, 4 

 And it is in this love that He has given us 
His Son. 

 The Bible says, 

 In him was life, and the life was the light 
of men. The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness has not overcome it. 
John 1:4-5 

 In Him and through Him we have life. 

 Yet, we as Christians have settled for less 
life. 



 Yes, we confess that Christ is Lord. 

 Yes, we read our Bibles. 

 Yes, we go to church. 

 Yet, apart from those activities, 

 How are our lives different than those of the 
world? 

 We pursue what they pursue. 

 We do what they do. 

 We go where they go. 

 We care about what they care about. 

 And, unfortunately, we have bought into the 
notion that this life is the life that Christ has 
promised us. 

 Yet, if we were to do a comparison, 



 Putting our lives up next to the lives of those 
in the world, 

 In many instances we must conclude that 
our lives are no better than theirs. 

 The only difference between our lives and 
theirs is the presence of Christ. 

 Now, don’t get me wrong. 

 A little of Jesus is better than the whole 
wide world. 

 Yet, I truly believe that Christ intended for 
our lives to be more than just what they are. 

 What makes life with Christ better is that 
life with Him brings with it more. 

 More peace. 

 More joy. 



 More comfort. 

 More of everything that truly matters in life. 

 And only in Him can we have it. 

 Only in Christ can we find this life that 
God has in store for us. 

 I want to remind you what LESS stands for: 

 L – Love of self 

 E – Entertainment”  

 S – Stuff 

 S – Senses 

 MORE, on the other hand, stands for: 

 M – Meaning 

 O – Opportunities 



 R – Relationships 

 E – Ethics 

 Christ came to define what more life 
should look like. 

Last week 

 I contrasted L – Love of Self, 

 With M – Meaning. 

 Today, I want to contrast E – Entertainment. 

 With O – Opportunities. 

 I propose to you that the pursuit of 
entertainment, or excitement, also robs us 
of life. 

 We live in a culture that is always looking 
to be entertained or excited. 



 Whether it is on our jobs, at our schools, or 
even at church 

 We want our fancies to be tickled. 

 We are looking to be thrilled. 

 In 2015 Microsoft published a report that 
suggested that the average attention span of 
a person is down from 12 seconds to 8 
seconds. 

 In that study they compared it to that of a 
goldfish, which is 9 seconds. 

 This study was challenged by psychologists, 
who proposed that we don’t have less 
attention spans, 

 But instead have become more selective in 
the content we choose to consume. 

 These studies show that the key to engaging 
content is a compelling story and visuals. 



 Their respondents say that they only engage 
with content that they feel has a great story 
or theme. 

 Think about what that says: 

 It says that I only engage with something if 
it catches my attention and my imagination. 

 Not if it has relevance to my life. 

 We live in a microwave society where our 
senses are being stimulated like never 
before. 

 In our always connected world of social 
media, smartphones and instant access, 

 Our attention is being pulled in every 
direction. 

 Music is crisper, 

 Televisions are clearer, 



 Games are more immersive, 

 Everything is geared to grabbing our 
attention and holding it. 

 As a result, that which wants to have our 
time must be engaging in order to keep our 
attention 

 because there is always something else 
immediately vying for it. 

 Yet, how many of you know that God is 
always trying to get our attention? 

 He is at work right now trying to get us to 
listen to Him. 

 The problem is He will not compete with the 
world. 

 God will not compete with our desires and 
passions. 



 No. 

 He will wait patiently in the background 
while we are chasing the entertaining. 

 I’m reminded of when Elijah, 

 Fearful for his life, 

 Was fleeing from Jezebel, 

 At the mouth of the cave, the Bible says that 
God was not in the wind, 

 Or in the earthquake 

 Or in the fire. 

 But instead, He spoke from a low whisper. 

 God is today whispering into the hearts and 
minds of His people. 

 He is trying to get our attention. 



 Yet, we live in world where His voice is 
squeezed out. 

 Part of the squeezing process is our pursuit 
to be entertained or excited. 

 Now, don’t get me wrong, I am not saying 
that entertainment by itself is bad. 

 No. 

 There is good in it. 

 However, our problem is that we live in a 
society where we are seeking to be 
entertained in everything. 

 It becomes our focus. 

 We lose perspective regarding it, believing it 
is the source of our joy. 

 We use it to escape reality and avoid the 
hard things of life. 



 And we can be consumed by it. 

 Think about work.  

 The things we gravitate towards are things 
that we feel best about. 

 Think about church. 

 If we believe a message is “boring” we tune 
it out. 

 Never mind some eternal truth is being 
communicated to us. 

 We would rather have 10 minutes of 
entertainment than 2 minutes of revelation. 

 I see three problems with constantly seeking 
to be entertained. 

1. The first problem is that entertainment 
tends to feed my sinful passions. 



 Like the love of self, when I am constantly 
seeking entertainment the focus is on me 
and making me feel good. 

 I then tend to float from one high to the 
next. 

 I find myself in the pursuit of pleasing me or 
amusing me. 

 And like love of self, it is never truly 
satisfied. 

 It is like going to a concert and when it’s 
over wishing, 

 No, longing, 

 For it to go on and on and on. 

 Now, if we are talking about the things of 
God that would be good. 



 However, with entertainment it is rarely 
Christ focused. 

 It is most often me focused. 

2. The second problem is that constantly 
seeking to be entertained also results in 
difficulty focusing when I am not.  

 When I live a life of being entertained or 
excited, 

 Then, when I am neither entertained nor 
excited I find life to be less engaging. 

 The reason is that there is a biological 
impact that entertainment has on my body. 

 You see, physiologically my body responds 
to this stimulus filling my system with 
dopamine. 



 The more I pursue this entertainment the 
more I train my body to respond favorably 
to it, 

 Where it eventually becomes a habit. 

 Again, this is great if we are focused and get 
pleasure out of the things of God. 

 However, typically this is not true. 

 Instead, it is focused on getting pleasure out 
of the things of the world. 

 I soon become consumed with that which 
has captured my mind. 

 It truly becomes like an addiction. 

 And you wonder why you can’t pay 
attention at church? 

 Why you fall asleep when you are reading 
your Bible or praying? 



 Why you only like the praise and the 
worship in service? 

 Because you have trained your mind not to 
appreciate and see the benefit of the less 
entertaining aspects of worship. 

3. This leads to what I believe to be the 
biggest challenge with constantly looking 
to be entertained, and that is that I can 
miss what God is trying to do in the 
moment. 

 Because I am feeding my senses I can miss 
the small nuances that God sends my way to 
get my attention. 

 How many of you know that He is speaking 
right now? 

 He is vying for our attention right now. 



 Yet, He will not compete with all the things 
seeking to entertain us and make us feel 
good about ourselves. 

In essence 

 Seeking constant entertainment or 
excitement is to seek something to satisfy a 
longing that cannot be satisfied. 

 This pursuit again puts me at the center 
of everything. 

 It says, “How am I amused by this chain of 
events,” rather than, “How can I glorify God 
by them.” 

 In order to have more life, the quest of 
entertainment must give way to the 
pursuit of opportunities. 

 By opportunity I am simply referring to 
seeking to answer the question, 



 What can I do to be used by God? 

 Or deeper still,  

 What is God trying to convey to me in in 
the moment in order that He might be 
glorified? 

 This perspective begs the question that not 
only does everything happen for a reason, 

 But also that it happens in order that God 
might be glorified. 

 It is at its core the idea that my living, 

 And all of its interactions happen in order 
that I might bring glory to the Name of the 
Lord. 

 It looks at my current situation, 

 What I am going through, 



 What I am experiencing, 

 And instead of focusing on how it is 
intended to delight me, 

 It focuses on how it is intended for God to 
use me. 

 My situation may be entertaining or it 
may not be. 

 Yet, in it I am looking for the hand of 
God. 

 Entertainment is not something to be 
pursued but instead should be the result of a 
life that is in tune with the Lord. 

 We should, in our excitement to serve the 
Lord, find amusement and joy in serving 
Him. 

 I propose to you that consuming ourselves 
with seeking entertainment prevents us 



from seeing all the opportunities that God 
gives us to glorify Him in all situations.  

 Christ’s statement, 

 I am come that they might have life, and 
that they might have it more abundantly, 

 Must also be seen from the eyes of Christ 
providing opportunities for us to experience 
God in new and remarkable ways. 

 In saying that He came that we might have 
more, 

 It is also reminding us that the more is 
bigger and better opportunities. 

 Now, this must be viewed in the shadow 
of what we spoke about last week: 

 Meaning vs. Love of self. 



 By more opportunities, we must not 
forget that it does not take place at the 
expense of our purpose or meaning. 

 The opportunities must go hand in hand with 
them. 

 Therefore, the opportunities are not focused 
on me and advancing me, 

 But instead must be focused on God and 
advancing His kingdom. 

 Christ gives us opportunities to glorify 
Him. 

 It is only as we look for and pursue chances 
to put Him first and to serve Him can we 
experience the more that Jesus has for us. 

 And the entertainment or excitement 
becomes a byproduct or fruit of doing 
something that glorifies God. 



 The Bible says, 

 You will show me the way of life, granting 
me the joy of your presence and the 
pleasures of living with you forever. 
Psalm 16:11 

 God reminds us, 

 …with joy you will drink deeply from the 
fountain of salvation. Isaiah 12:3 

 The deepest, most abiding joy comes from 
fellowship with God, not the fleeting 
sources of entertainment. 

 So what are the opportunities that God 
places before us even when we are not 
being entertained? 

1. God gives us the opportunity to see our 
deficiencies  



 Nowhere is this more evident in my mind 
than when we are bored. 

 When we find ourselves in situations when 
we are not engaged we often focus on what 
is not engaging us 

 Versus asking the question why I am not 
engaged. 

 The challenge here is that we never believe 
the fault is with us. 

 We always deflect or defer to someone else. 

 Yet, how many of you know that we fool 
ourselves? 

 The Bible declares, 

 The heart is deceitful above all things, 
and desperately wicked: who can know 
it? 10 I the LORD search the heart, I try 
the reins, even to give every man 



according to his ways, and according to 
the fruit of his doings. Jeremiah 17:9-10 

 In speaking to the Laodiceans Jesus said, 

 …you say, I am rich, I have prospered, 
and I need nothing, not realizing that you 
are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and 
naked. Revelation 3:17 

 Jesus said, 

 Why do you see the speck that is in your 
brother’s eye, but do not notice the log 
that is in your own eye? Matthew 7:5 

 We are blinded by our own faults and tend 
to blame someone or something else. 

 When the truth is, it’s about us. 

 God is looking for a people who are 
authentic. 



 He desires a people who keep it real about 
themselves. 

 Psalm 51:17 declares, 

 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; 
a broken and contrite heart, O God, you 
will not despise. Psalm 51:17 

 God is looking for a people who see 
themselves as He sees them. 

 Humble yourself in the sight of the 
Lord… 

 Draw nigh unto God and He will draw 
nigh unto you… 

 God is looking for a people whose hearts are 
about getting right with Him. 

 You can’t be ashamed of where you are. 



2. God gives us the opportunity to have 
another chance to win. 

 We call these do-overs. 

 Oftentimes we give up on situations because 
we can’t find joy in them. 

 Either they are too hard, 

 Or we have failed too much, 

 Or we just don’t like doing them. 

 We may be rebuked because of this and 
experienced a loss because of it. 

 And we find no joy, excitement or 
entertainment in it. 

 Yet, with every failure God is standing there 
telling us we have another chance. 



 With every fall, God is saying to us, “Rise 
above it; you can do it.” 

 God wants to give you another chance. 

 God is looking for a people who are 
resilient. 

 When Jonah ran from God when He told 
him to go to Ninevah, 

 God gave him a second chance. 

 When Sampson messed up with Delilah, 

 God gave him a second chance. 

 When Peter denied Jesus three times, 

 God gave him a second chance. 

 I like how Habakkuk ends (3:17-19),  



 Though the fig tree should not blossom, 
nor fruit be on the vines, the produce of 
the olive fail and the fields yield no food, 
the flock be cut off from the fold and 
there be no herd in the stalls,  

 …yet I will rejoice in the Lord; I will take 
joy in the God of my salvation. God, the 
Lord, is my strength; he makes my feet 
like the deer’s; he makes me tread on my 
high places.  

 Why? 

 Because God is rooting for me. 

 He wants me to win in the end. 

3. God gives us the opportunity to be a 
miracle in someone else’s life. 

 When I’m not focusing on me and what I’m 
getting out of the situation, 



 I can be in tune with what God is doing and 
how He is moving things to make a 
difference in the lives of others. 

 I am reminded of Moses’ situation. 

 He grew up in the household of Pharaoh. 

 He was considered a prince of Egypt. 

 Yet, he killed an Egyptian for beating a 
Hebrew slave 

 And was sent into exile. 

 I can imagine him not finding a whole lot of 
things to entertain himself out there in the 
desert tending sheep. 

 It was not like what he was used to in 
Pharaoh’s court. 

 Yet, it was only when he was in that space 
did he see the burning bush of God, 



 Hear the voice of the LORD, 

 And see the hand of God at work around 
him. 

 Sometimes you have to get away from the 
flash and fancy, 

 And get away from all of the distractions 
and fanfare, 

 In order to see the opportunities that God 
has for you. 

 God wants to use you to impact somebody’s 
life? 

 You may be the only Jesus that somebody 
sees. 

 God is looking for a people who just want 
to be used by Him. 



 For it is God who works in you, both to 
will and to do his good pleasure. 
Philippians 2:13 

 Jesus said, 

 As the Father has sent me, even so I am 
sending you. 

 Jesus said, 

 …in my name they will cast out demons; 
they will speak in new tongues; they will 
pick up serpents with their hands; and if 
they drink any deadly poison, it will not 
hurt them; they will lay their hands on 
the sick, and they will recover. Mark 
16:17-18 

 God is looking for a people who are 
consumed with being used by Him. 



 The point I'm trying to make is that God 
wants to perform a miracle in somebody’s 
life through you. 

 It may not be the healing of the sick 

 Or causing the lame to walk. 

 But how many of you know that through us 
God can do the most glorious of miracles, 

 That is save a soul. 

 I don’t know about you, but I want to be 
used by God. 

In closing, 

 God wants your attention. 

 He wants to give you the opportunity to do 
great things for the kingdom. 



 It cannot happen while you seek to be 
entertained or excited. 

 Our faith is not a spectator sport. 

 It can only happen as you seek opportunities 
for God to speak in you and through you. 

 Delight yourself in the LORD, and he will 
give you the desires of your heart. Psalm 
37:4 


