
MORE 
John 10:10 

10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, 
and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that 
they might have life, and that they might 
have it more abundantly. 
 
 I am continuing with our fourth installment 

of our series titled M.O.R.E. 

 As our theme verse expounds, Jesus said, 

 I am come that they might have life, and 
that they might have it more abundantly. 

 My contention with this series is that we 
have settled for LESS life, 

 Lives that are consumed with  

 Love of self 



 Pursuit of entertainment or excitement 

 The acquisition of stuff 

 And the gratification of our senses. 

 Yet Christ came that we might have MORE 

 Lives full of meaning 

 Lives flowing with opportunities 

 Lives rich with relationships 

 Lives grounded in godly ethics. 

 In my previous messages, 

 We contrasted to this point 

 Lives of meaning versus love of self 

 And 

 Lives of entertainment versus opportunities. 



 Today, we will be contrasting lives flowing 
with stuff versus relationships. 

 We live in a culture where stuff has taken 
over. 

 Just recently I rented a dumpster. 

 With the purchase of the new car I had to 
find a way to get two cars into my garage. 

 I have lived in this house for 19 years and 
never put two cars into the garage. 

 I also figured that I would throw out some of 
the things we had accumulated in the 
basement. 

 I was able to clean out the garage. 

 However, my basement is still packed with 
stuff. 

 Our lives are filled with stuff. 



 On my recent visit to Dubai I was blown 
away by the culture. 

 As I have shared with you they have some 
of the most lavish things in the world. 

 Here is a world where they have created a 
man-made sea, indoor rainforests and indoor 
skiing. 

 It is a city geared towards the rich, 

 Where shopping malls are the largest in the 
world,  

 Where all of the worlds most exclusive 
fashion items are not only on display, 

 But bought up by a clientele that, in some 
cases will never use them. 

 Lamborghinis, Porsches, Maserati’s and 
Rolls Royce’s are everywhere, 



 Where BMWs and Mercedes are taxi cabs. 

 In that city there is never enough. 

 I came across an instagram @RKOI, Rich 
Kids of the Internet, 

 Whose posts are of super rich youngsters 
posing, displaying their wealth. 

 The cars would have been enough, 

 Bugatti’s and the like. 

 But you see them in private jets with tables 
of bricks of 100 dollar bills, 

 Wrists with 5 Rolex watches, 

 It just blows my mind.  

 I must admit, I spent a lot of time 
daydreaming about what life would be like 
if I had their wealth. 



 I almost went out to play the lottery. 

 More money seems like it would solve a lot 
of my problems and woes. 

 New York times article dated February 8, 
2006 states 

 Using statistics and psychological tests, 
researchers are nailing down what clerics 
and philosophers have preached for 
millennia: Materialism is bad for the soul. 

 It goes on to say: 

 Feelings of insecurity incline people 
toward materialist values, the research 
suggests, and that insecurity can also lead 
to relationship troubles and other 
problems associated with a materialistic 
lifestyle. 

 It is basically saying that this quest for more 
has resulted in a shallow, miserable society. 



 It asked the question: 

 So why is materialism so common? The 
trouble is that the error is subtle. 

 "If it were the case that money made us 
totally miserable, we'd figure out we were 
wrong" to pursue it, Gilbert said. But 
"it's wrong in a more nuanced way. We 
think money will bring lots of happiness 
for a long time, and actually it brings a 
little happiness for a short time." 

 a series of studies published in the journal 
Motivation and Emotion in July showed that 
as people become more materialistic, their 
wellbeing (good relationships, autonomy, 
sense of purpose and the rest) diminishes. 
As they become less materialistic, it rises. 

 An op ed in The Guardian dated December 
9, 2013 entitled Materialism: a system that 
eats us from the inside out states, 



 the Journal of Consumer Research, 
studied 2,500 people for six years. It 
found a two-way relationship between 
materialism and loneliness: materialism 
fosters social isolation; isolation fosters 
materialism. People who are cut off from 
others attach themselves to possessions. 

 Materialism forces us into comparison with 
the possessions of others 

 It fuels a societal affliction: believing that 
having more enhances our wellbeing 

 Unfortunately, this is being perpetuated by 
the church. 

 A famous name it and claim minister is 
quoted as saying, 

 “The Bible says that wealth is stored up 
for the righteous (Proverbs 13:22, New 
American Standard). However, it will 
remain stored up until you claim it. 



Therefore, claim it now! You possess the 
ability to seize and command wealth and 
riches to come to you (Deuteronomy 
8:18). Exercise that power by speaking 
faith-filled words daily and taking 
practical steps to eradicate debt. Like 
God, you can speak spiritual blessings 
into existence (Romans 4:17). Remember, 
doubt keeps silent, but faith speaks!” 

 So I had to ask the question 

 Why do we pursue it?  

 I could think of 3 reasons: 

1. First, we easily get an emotional 
attachment to the stuff we have. 

 It carries with it some semblance of 
sentimental value. 

 It invokes within us feelings of fondness and 
comfort that soon fade away, 



 Compelling us to get more to regain that 
state of euphoria. 

2. Another reason is that we have a fear that 
we will need it at some point in the future. 

 We don't get rid of things for fear that we 
will have need for them at one point in the 
not so distant future, 

 Remembering what it was like NOT to have 
them invokes within us a fear of not having 
them. 

3. The final reason I came up with is that we 
believe that having them adds some sort 
of value to our lives. 

 We believe that we, or anyone who has 
these things are better. 

 Why is this? 



 Because we use possessions as a yardstick 
of success and seeking happiness through 
acquisition 

 I am somebody or I am better because I have 
it. 

 It is always in comparison to others. 

 I compare myself to those who don’t have it 
or 

 I deceive myself into believing that having it 
makes me feel like I am better or at least 
worthy. 

 Yet, there is a problem with stuff 

1. First, you never have enough. 

 There is always a better thing. 

 Remember I told you about the image of a 
person with five Rolex’s on their arm? 



 Well, I saw another with Lamborghini 
steering wheel with 17 different Rolex 
watches around it, a value of $800K. 

 Not to be outdone, another had a Rolls 
Royce with 20 different exotic watches, a 
value of $1.5M  

 There is always one more. 

2. But another problem is that you cannot 
protect it. 

 There is always the threat of losing it. 

 Feeding those feelings of worth and value,  

 You become possessive and obsessive about 
making sure you always have. 

3. The biggest issue, however, is that it never 
satisfies. 



 No matter how much you get, you always 
want more. 

 Why? 

 Because you have defined yourself by what 
you have. 

 You amass it for the purpose of filling a 
deep void in your life. 

 Jesus said, 

 For what shall it profit a man, if he shall 
gain the whole world, and lose his own 
soul? Mark 8:36 

 Yet, there is this yearning,  

 A deep longing within each of us to obtain 
that measure of happiness that stuff can buy. 

 Why do we pursue it? 



 To understand why, we must understand 
what it seeks to satisfy. 

 It seeks to help us attain happiness. 

 We look for it in so many places. 

 In what we consume, 

 What we do. 

 What we acquire. 

 And once we get something that makes us 
happy, 

 We soon tire of it because we realize that 
happiness we get is fleeting. 

 It only lasts for a season. 

 In Ecclesiastes the Preacher writes, 



 I said in my heart, “Come now, I will test 
you with pleasure; enjoy yourself.” But 
behold, this also was vanity. 2 I said of 
laughter, “It is mad,” and of pleasure, 
“What use is it?” 3 I searched with my 
heart how to cheer my body with wine—
my heart still guiding me with wisdom—
and how to lay hold on folly, till I might 
see what was good for the children of man 
to do under heaven during the few days of 
their life. 4 I made great works. I built 
houses and planted vineyards for myself. 
5 I made myself gardens and parks, and 
planted in them all kinds of fruit trees. 6 I 
made myself pools from which to water 
the forest of growing trees. 7 I bought 
male and female slaves, and had slaves 
who were born in my house. I had also 
great possessions of herds and flocks, 
more than any who had been before me in 
Jerusalem. 8 I also gathered for myself 
silver and gold and the treasure of kings 
and provinces. I got singers, both men 



and women, and many concubines, the 
delight of the sons of man. 

 9 So I became great and surpassed all who 
were before me in Jerusalem. Also my 
wisdom remained with me. 10 And 
whatever my eyes desired I did not keep 
from them. I kept my heart from no 
pleasure, for my heart found pleasure in 
all my toil, and this was my reward for all 
my toil. 11 Then I considered all that my 
hands had done and the toil I had 
expended in doing it, and behold, all was 
vanity and a striving after wind, and 
there was nothing to be gained under the 
sun. Ecclesiastes 2:1-11 

 What is it? 

 The acquisition of more stuff? 

 Vanity. 

 He declares, 



 Then I considered all that my hands had 
done and the toil I had expended in doing 
it, and behold, all was vanity and a 
striving after wind, and there was nothing 
to be gained under the sun. 

 Though satisfied for a season,  

 Enough is never enough. 

 And it becomes a fruitless quest that never 
quenches that soulful thirst. 

 He finishes by saying, 

 10 He who loves money will not be satisfied 
with money, nor he who loves wealth with 
his income; this also is vanity. 11 When 
goods increase, they increase who eat 
them, and what advantage has their 
owner but to see them with his eyes? 
12 Sweet is the sleep of a laborer, whether 
he eats little or much, but the full stomach 



of the rich will not let him sleep. 
Ecclesiastes 6:10-12 

 Vanity. 

 What is God’s answer? 

 I propose to you it is meaningful 
relationships. 

 We are seeking to fill a void that can only be 
filled by intimacy. 

 God wants us to have rich relationships. 

 The Preacher in Ecclesiastes figured this out 
for he declares, 

 9 Enjoy life with the wife whom you love, 
all the days of your vain life that he has 
given you under the sun, because that is 
your portion in life and in your toil at 
which you toil under the sun. Ecclesiastes 
9:9 



 The Westminster Larger Catechism asks the 
question, 

 What is the chief and highest end of man? 

 The answer is, 

 Man’s chief and highest end is to glorify 
God, and fully to enjoy him forever. 

 Psalm 73:25-28 declares, 

 25 Whom have I in heaven but you? And 
there is nothing on earth that I desire 
besides you. 26 My flesh and my heart may 
fail, but God is the strength of my heart 
and my portion forever…28 But for me it 
is good to be near God; I have made the 
Lord GOD my refuge, that I may tell of 
all your works. 

 God has created us to long for rich 
relationships, 



 First with Him and then with others. 

 We have been created to be in connection 
with others. 

 It is only as we pour our lives into the lives 
of others that we begin to find the joy and 
happiness that God created us to live in. 

1. I propose to you that first the relationship 
begins with Him. 

 1 John 4:19 proclaims, 

 We love him, because he first loved us. 

 John 15:16 Jesus says, 

 You did not choose me, but I chose you… 

 The Bible says, 

 “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I 
have called you by name, you are mine. 



2 When you pass through the waters, I will 
be with you; and through the rivers, they 
shall not overwhelm you; when you walk 
through fire you shall not be burned, and 
the flame shall not consume you. 3 For I 
am the Lord your God, the Holy One of 
Israel, your Savior. Isaiah 43:1-2 

 He declared in His word, 

 Can a woman forget her nursing child, 
that she should have no compassion on 
the son of her womb? Even these may 
forget, yet I will not forget you. Isaiah 
49:15 

 When Adam sinned against the LORD, 

 It was He who came to breech the gap that 
now existed. 

 He demonstrated His unfailing love and 
commitment to us, declaring, 



 I will make my dwelling among you, and 
my soul shall not abhor you. 12 And I will 
walk among you and will be your God, 
and you shall be my people. Leviticus 
26:11-12 

 He has called us His great possession, 

 His chosen people. 

 God has intended, from eternity past to have 
a relationship with us. 

 I ask myself why? 

 God pursues us because He desires us.  

 He takes pleasure in us. 

 The Bible declares, 

 For the LORD delights in his people; he 
crowns the humble with victory. Psalm 
149:4 



 He declares, 

 Others were given in exchange for you. I 
traded their lives for yours because you 
are precious to me. You are honored, and 
I love you. Isaiah 43:4 

 God is looking for an intimate relationship 
with us. 

2. In that, God is in pursuit of us.  

 He did not leave us finding Him to chance. 

 Instead, ever since the fall He has been 
chasing us. 

 Ezekiel 34:11 declares 

 For thus says the Lord God, “Behold, I 
myself will search for my sheep and seek 
them out.” Ezekiel 34:11 

 He says, 



 I will seek the lost, bring back the 
scattered, bind up the broken and 
strengthen the sick…Ezekiel 34:16 

 God is looking for you right now! 

 Psalm 23 declares, 

 Surely his goodness and steadfast love 
will follow me all the days of my life. 
Psalm 23:6 

 Yet, the word translated follow is “ָרַדף” 
which can be translated “to follow” only in 
the sense that it means to strive after, devise, 
i.e., try to do something with considerable 
effort, intensity, and focus. 

 It is a hunting term that means to pursue or 
chase with a mind to overtake or secure. 

 The New Living Translate got it right when 
it says, 



 Surely your goodness and unfailing love 
will pursue me all the days of my life… 

 Jesus said, 

 If any man has a hundred sheep, and one 
of them has gone astray, does he not leave 
the ninety-nine on the mountains and go 
and search for the one that is straying? 
Matthew 18:12 

 He reminds us, 

 For the Son of Man has come to seek and 
to save that which was lost. Luke 19:10 

 It was sin that has separated us from Him, 

 Leaving us in an isolated state. 

 He today beckons us to come back to Him, 
calling from behind. 

 So much so, that the Bible says, 



 God so loved the world that he gave his 
only begotten son…John 3:16 

 Paul declared 

 …in Christ God was reconciling the 
world to himself, not counting their 
trespasses against them…2 Corinthians 
5:19 

 The Bible says, 

 And they will call them, “The holy people, 
the redeemed of the LORD”; and you will 
be called, “The Sought out, a city not 
forsaken.” Isaiah 62:12 

 God is a God who seeks His beloved. 

3. To enable and fuel our love for Him, God 
calls us to have rich relationships with 
others. 

 We need and our souls long for relationship. 



 We cannot come to Christ on our own. 

 It is only in authentic Christian relationships 
that our relationship with God is enhanced. 

 Many of us try to go at it alone. 

 The problem is our sinfulness leaves us with 
blind spots that distort our understanding of 
Who God is. 

 That’s why the Bible declares, 

 Carry each other’s burdens, and in this 
way you will fulfill the law of Christ. 
Galatians 6:2 

 James tells us, 

 …confess your sins to each other and 
pray for each other so that you may be 
healed. James 5:16 

 Paul declared, 



 Follow me as I follow Christ. 1 
Corinthians 11:1 

 The bible says, 

 Walk with the wise and become 
wise…Proverbs 13:20 

 …bear with one another in 
love…Ephesians 2 

 Why? 

 Because it is in Christian fellowship that we 
reflect the glory of God. 

 The Bible says, 

 …you are the body of Christ, and each 
one of you is a part of it. 1 Corinthians 
12:27 

 God has called us to come together to raise 
and hold each other up. 



 The Bible says, 

 A friend loves at all times, and a brother 
is born for a time of adversity. Proverbs 
17:17 

 God is looking to enhance our 
relationships with each. 

 He wants us to pour our lives into the lives 
of others. 

 It is only as we give ourselves over to others 
that He builds us up in those relationships. 

 Let us consider how we may spur one 
another on toward love and good deeds, 
not giving up the gathering of ourselves 
together as some are in the habit of doing, 
but encouraging one another…Hebrews 
1:24-25 

 As iron sharpens iron, so one person 
sharpens another. Proverbs 21:17 



 

In closing, 

 God wants us to have rich relationships. 

 It starts with Jesus. 

 True happiness that lasts can only be 
attained when we have a personal 
relationship with Jesus Christ. 

 Yes, we can find a semblance of happiness 
apart from Him. 

 Yet, it will be fleeting, never fully satisfying 
the deep reaches of our soul. 

 It is only as we fill our empty hearts with 
His unfailing love can we begin to pour our 
lives into the lives of others. 

 And it is those relationships that bring our 
love alive 



 Giving us the happiness that God has called 
us to enjoy. 

 Today, I leave you with Revelation 3:20 
where Jesus says, 

 Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. 
If anyone hears my voice and opens the 
door, I will come in and eat with that 
person, and they with me. Revelation 3:20 

 Notice that He knocks,  

 First demonstrating that He is making the 
first step. 

 God has initiated the call to friendship with 
you. 

 He does not busts through into your life. 

 He gently knocks and patiently waits upon 
the hearer to open up. 



 If we receive His advances, He promises 
that He will come and dine with us. 

 And this becomes the beginning of a 
beautiful relationship. 


